
Why Are Characters Together? 
Draft 3.12 

 
Roll 1d5 to see your relationship to the character on your right. 
• Do this before determining age. 
• If a different race, drop option 1 and roll 1d12/3 (1-4). 
• If you get an inappropriate result, reroll is fine (if you just can’t make it work.) 

o If it is inappropriate but you want to keep it, then create an appropriate parent, sibling, or 
child who is in that relationship with the other person, and you’re involved because you care. 

 
1. Family. 

 
1. Child. 

1. You are teacher. Your child must learn from you. 
2. You are protector. Your child is not safe without you. 
3. You are babysitter. Your child cannot be trusted to behave. 
4. You have an unwanted responsibility. Your child is a serious liability. 
5. You are managing your legacy. Your child is how the future will remember you. 

 
2. Sibling. 

1. Twin. 
2. Age gap of 1d5+10 years. 
3. Rival in all things. 
4. Ally in all things. 
5. Step/Half-sibling. (Even step, odd half) 

1. Never knew of the other until recently. 
2. Grew up like normal siblings when parent remarried. 
3. The other is an unrecognized bastard. 
4. The other is a recognized bastard. 
5. The other got all the attention, recognition, and perks. 

 
3. Parent. 

1. You are not ready to be on your own without help. 
2. You resent the intrusion into the life you’re trying to live. 
3. You’ll always be there to support your parent. 
4. It is an honor to learn from the experience of the one you respect. 
5. Why can’t your parent see your goals and desires in life are different? 

 
4. Cousin. 

1. Grew up together like siblings. 
2. Barely know each other. 
3. Growing up in your family was really tough, and you stuck up for each other. 
4. Snotty punk—you’ve been desperate to shut him/her down since childhood. 
5. Far as you know, you two are the last survivors of your whole family. 

 
5. Aunt/Uncle. 

1. Your father’s brother is responsible for you. 
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2. Your parents are slow and stupid peasants, your aunt/uncle is cool. 
3. Your aunt/uncle was way less drunk than your abusive parents. 
4. You plan to make a fortune like your aunt/uncle did—but not waste it! 
5. All your cousins died in a fire. You don’t want your aunt/uncle to be lonely. 

 
2. Partner 

 
1. Best Friends. 

1. You looked out for each other during your school years. 
2. You love playing pranks on each other. 
3. The other turned away true love for the sake of your friendship. 
4. You went through a time when everyone else turned on you but the other. 
5. Could have had a great education, but would have had to leave the other behind. 

 
2. War Buddies. 

 
3. Grew up in the same place. 

1. From the same big city. 
2. From the same town. 
3. From the same village. 
4. From the same ghetto. 
5. From the same annihilated target. 

1. Wiped out by barbarians. 
2. Wiped out by plague. 
3. Wiped out by genocidal neighbors. 
4. Wiped out by a massive magical disaster. 
5. Wiped out by nature. 

1. Volcano. 
2. Massive storm cleaned the whole island off. 
3. Earthquake swallowed the place. 
4. Forest fire. 
5. Mudslide. 

 
4. Started out together. 

1. You were caravan guards together. 
1. Only you two survived the fabulous ruin—and know how to get back. 
2. You both decided to do something more lucrative than guarding carpet. 
3. They don’t pay guards enough to fight monsters to protect crates. 
4. You two went into business and bandits wiped your guys out. So… next? 
5. You could either control your drinking or go into business for yourself. 

2. You were slaves together. 
1. You two killed your master, and are the run, and don’t talk about it. 
2. One of you got lucky, bought freedom for both. 
3. You escaped, and are far from slavery; no one is looking for you. 
4. You were prisoners of war, liberated when your side won. 
5. You won your freedom with skills at romance. You got the other out too. 

3. You learned your skills in prison together. 
1. A mutual friend died breaking the two of you out. 



3 

http://fictivefantasies.wordpress.com/ 

2. You served your time, and waited for the other to be released. 
3. You were prison guards for a while, but that’s bad for you long term… 
4. You’ll never forget the hurricane that flooded the prison. You two got out. 
5. Matching prison tats! Yeah! You were part of the same gang in there. 

4. Either you shared a mentor, or your mentors were friends—you trained together. 
5. You both worked for a ruling thug. 

1. A tyrant, who still wants to kill you both for betrayal. 
2. A crime lord, who still wants to kill you both for betrayal. 
3. Your wealthy noble father, who disinherited you and wants you dead. 
4. A parent rules a rigid religious order, you don’t measure up. 
5. A master spy still owns you and will call in the marker later. 

 
5. A business arrangement. 

1. The other has certain usefulness. 
2. A mutual friend introduced you. 

1. The mutual friend is now dead, violently. 
2. The mutual friend is rotting in prison now. 
3. The mutual friend was a mentor, who has passed on, leaving you each other. 
4. Your mentor took the other in when the other’s house burned down. 
5. You were hired to be a foil for the other, training through adversity. 

3. You share a secret criminal past. 
1. Smugglers. 
2. Assassins. 
3. Thieves. 
4. Toughs for organized crime. 
5. Vigilantes. 

4. You were both hired for a venture. 
1. It was a disaster. You two are the only survivors. 
2. It was awesome. You just now spent all the cash. 
3. It was a trap. You were betrayed by your jerk boss. 
4. Actually, you were both shanghaied, and escaped together. 
5. You two deserted the venture together; the party was surely screwed. 

5. You two have a map to a hidden treasure. 
1. A mythical location and a vague map, but it’s a start! 
2. A well known and well protected treasure—the map shows a back door. 
3. Original plans show a secret room in a wealthy noble’s home. 
4. Etching notes paces from landmarks to buried treasure in dangerous woods. 
5. Get this translated, and it will surely lead right to untold wealth! 

 
3. Met by Chance 

 
1. Worship the same deity. (2d10 from Portable Pantheon. or 1d5 from Talents & Templates.) 

1. The local temple has a problem, you’d like to help them solve it. It’s decent of you. 
2. You both did something bad, and are seeking to atone. 
3. A nearby blasphemy must be stopped; you can team up to do it. 
4. You both agreed to donate the proceeds of your first successful venture. 
5. You both want to work for a local temple full-time. (Roll for you, and for the other.) 

1. That would go a long way towards salvaging the family honor. 
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2. The local prestige for working as a temple troubleshooter is huge. 
3. You want a cushy post in the temple itself, away from danger and hunger. 
4. Each generation, someone in your family is gifted with a divine talent. 
5. You witnessed a miracle, and you’re now a true believer. 

 
2. You met in a tavern. 

1. You got drunk and swore someday you’d be kings together. 
2. You fought over a desirable sexual partner. Neither of you won that one. 
3. You met during a rousing brawl. 
4. You met in a drinking contest. You both lost. 
5. You took pity on the other and provided money and food and a sobering influence. 

 
3. You met on the road and joined forces for mutual protection. 

1. A bad storm. You holed up in the same cave, had a long chat. 
2. A long and unpleasant ship voyage. 
3. You saved the other’s life, then the other way around; you’re lucky for each other. 
4. You refused to yield the road to the other in a narrow place, and fought to a draw. 
5. You accidentally sort of ran over the other, then stuck around to help out. 

 
4. You met while engaged in criminal activity.  

1. You were robbing a temple/shrine at the same time and ran into each other. 
2. You were robbing the king’s treasure chamber, you ran into each other. 
3. One of you tried to swindle the other. 
4. One of you was picking the other’s pocket, and got caught. 
5. A bounty hunter caught both of you—that’s how you met. And got away together. 

 
5. You met shopping for adventuring gear. 

 
4. Connected by Fate 

 
1. You met in the forest as you were both escaping enslavement by the fairies. 

 
2. You broke an enchantment on the other. 

 
3. You and the other look weirdly alike, though not related. 

 
4. You are on a quest. 

1. You were commissioned by the same monarch. 
2. You were commissioned by the same temple. 
3. You had the same dream. 
4. You both love the kidnapped princess. 
5. One of you is destined to become immortal. 

 
5. Old men in robes are chasing both of you and nattering about some prophecy. 

 
5. Romance. 

 
1. Married. 
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1. An arranged marriage—luckily, it’s working out, with a competent business partner. 
2. The thrill is gone. You secretly hope your spouse will run off or die or something. 
3. You’d have been rich but you chose love instead, and you fail to hide regretting it. 
4. Newlyweds, less than a year, everything is still passionately hot or cold. 
5. You ran, but they enacted the marriage in your absence. Your spouse has found you. 

 
2. Lovers. 

1. It’s that steamy hot new love phase. Danger is an aphrodisiac you seek together. 
2. You left a position of prestige to follow your disgraced lover. 
3. Both looking to “trade up.” 
4. Secretly in love, pretend to be “just friends.” 
5. Forbidden love. 

1. Families don’t get along. 
2. Wrongly positioned in the family tree. 

1. “Step” sibling, so yeah, it’s cool. Right? 
2. Second cousin once removed. Probably. 
3. Um… you really should leave each other alone. 
4. Hey, where you’re from, it’s no big deal. 
5. It’s okay—unless people find out your fathers aren’t who your mothers say 

they are. 
3. Division along national or racial lines. 
4. Betrothed to your lover’s sibling. 
5. Already married. (Odd, you. Even, partner. 1 or 0, both.) 

 
3. Divorced. 

1. You were young and foolish then; no hard feelings, good friends. 
2. The other is haunting your steps to make your life difficult. 
3. You think the relationship can be saved. The other needs convincing. 
4. You lost access to your in-laws with the divorce; rebuild the sham, for money’s sake. 
5. It was just a fling. You’ll never cheat again. You need another chance. 

 
4. Love Triangle. 

 
5. Unrequited Love. 


