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The Primordial Ape 
 
The Primordial Ape has human intellect (at least) and a profoundly powerful weaponized body. 
 
Inherent—Massive 
• Weighing in at about human height and x3 a human’s weight, the ape is thick and deeply strong. Bare 

handed, attack as a heavy weapon with crushing grip, sledgehammer fists, and a mighty bite. Test 
Daring to ignore 1 wound, difficulty 7. 

 
Limitation—Big Dumb Animal 
• You cannot speak, and you do not look intelligent.  
 

Levels Starting Equipment Attribute +/- Experience 
1st   Howler 
2nd  Boss 
3rd   Monster 
4th   Lord of the Apes 

Gnawed bone. 
 
Starting Coin: 0 

Up to 5: -2 
6-8: -1 
9-11: 0 

12-13: +1 
14-15: +2 
16-17: +3 
18-19: +4 

20: +5

      
      

Awesome Points 
used. 
 
Party levels up 
when everyone has 
spent 12 AP. 

 
Available Talents 
 
• Agility. Constant ability. You are +2 to push or throw, and to resist being pushed or thrown, as well 

as to cross barriers and climb up and down between arenas, and to dodge area of effect attacks. 
 
• Display. Once per arena. You rise up, bare fangs, pound chest, and show off. Minions automatically 

flee your arena. All those wishing to attack you must test Daring difficulty 7 to do so, and are -2 to 
attack this round.  

 
• Growling Speech. Constant ability. Knows rudimentary sign language that was a gateway to learning 

to speak, in a low accented voice. 
 
• Smack. Once per arena. After hitting and doing damage, spend 1 Awesome point to stun the target. 

The target cannot act this round (if the target has not yet gone) or next round. Or, grants +4 to a throw 
of a target into another arena. 

 
• Tough. Constant ability. Costs 1 Awesome Point to ignore 1 level of damage. Stacks with “Massive.” 
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Alternative Adventuring Goals 
1. Wizard created you and others to guard his fort, died long ago… you got bored. Find a new purpose. 
2. This is a terrible curse. You are human, but your mind is trapped in—this! Get the curse broken. 
3. The jungle, then the captors, then the zoo, then the fire, then the long swim—now here. Stay free. 
4. Can a human ever love a beast? Or, at least, have sex maybe? But love is better? Sigh. 
5. Weak and puny, they need steel and all sorts of weird things. Your people should rule instead. 
6. The flash of light, and you were ripped from your world and brought here to guard a jewel. Get home. 
7. Wouldn’t it be cool if you could get a bunch of cages and keep some humans as “exhibits”?! 
8. They trained you to fight in the arena, to maul and scream. Now they don’t like it. Huh. Do it anyway. 
9. You weren’t like other apes. You left. Thought about things. Now you can read. Learn more. 
10. Legend states an ancient race of spell-casting serpent people hid in ape form from the human hunters. 


